The New GDL (Graduated Driver’s License )Law

This law became effective August 31, 2006 for all students in the State of Delaware 
In order for a person under 18 years old to receive a blue certificate from the driver education teacher (which will then enable the person to go to the DMV to receive a GDL card), he/she must:

1. Pass both the in-class and in-car components of the driver education course,

2. Be academically eligible, and

3. Be at least 16 years old*

1st Six Months (Months 1-6)

1. Must carry the GDL at all times.

2. Must have a supervisor in the front seat while driving at all times (the supervisor) must be at least 25 years old, has currently held a valid driver license for 5 years, and have the sponsor/parent’s approval)

3. Must complete 50-clock hours with an adult and record the hours in a log. 10 of the 50 hours must be driven at night.

4. May only have 1 other person in the car other than immediate family.

5. Must make sure that EVERYONE in the car is wearing a safety belt. While under the GDL law for the entire year, the teen driver is now more responsible for themselves and his/her passengers wearing a safety belt. The teen driver will lose his/her license for 60 days for any passenger, including the teen driver, who is under 18 years old and not wearing a safety belt. For all passengers 18 years old and older the driver will receive the ticket (the 
$ 83.50 fine) for not wearing a safety belt.
6. No use of a cell phone of any kind while driving.
2nd Six Months (Months 7-12) 

1. Must carry the GDL at all times.

2. May drive unsupervised between 6:00 am – 10:00 pm

3. Must drive supervised between 10:00 pm – 6:00 am unless the driver is going directly to/from his/her own school, church, or work-location only. (For example, if the driver attends a dance at another school that ends after 10:00 pm, he/she may NOT drive home from the other school. However, if the dance is at the driver’s own school and ends after 10:00 pm, he/she may drive from his/her own school directly home only ---NOT stopping at a restaurant or dropping off a friend on the way home.)
4. May only have 1 other person in the car other than immediate family.
5. Must make sure that EVERYONE in the car is wearing a safety belt. While under the GDL law for the entire year, the teen driver is now more responsible for themselves and his/her passengers wearing a safety belt. The teen driver will lose his/her license for 60 days for any passenger, including the teen driver, who are under 18 years old and not wearing a safety belt. For all passengers 18 years old and older the driver will receive the ticket (the $ 83.50 fine) for not wearing a safety belt.
6. No use of a cell phone of any kind while driving.
** All bolded items reflect additions to/changes from the old GDL law.
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